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Many thanks to all who sent in items this time. 
If there is something happening in your church you would like to tell 
people about or if you would like to write for the next edition of the  
Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch. 750 words max 
 

by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,  
Holywell, CH8 8QY   by 5th May 2017 please! 

Saturday 13th May 7.30pm 
Bretton Methodist Church invite you to  

“An Evening of Light Music”  
with the Lydian Singers conducted by John Naylor 

 

The Lydian Singers is a mixed voice chamber choir 
which draws its membership from a wide area.  Founded following an ad 
hoc carol concert at Altrincham in aid of the NSPCC in 1979, it is one of 
the leading chamber choirs in the North West. 
 

The choir has established a specialism in church music and has sung in 
most of the cathedrals in the North and Midlands;  as well as in Segovia, 
Avila, Perugia, Spoleto, Orvieto and Assisi Cathedrals.  The sheer joy of 
singing good music leads to performing a wide variety of music 
(including madrigals and other part-songs) in a variety of venues. 
 They are directed by their founder, John Naylor, whose extensive  
experience in world class choirs, built on his early training as a chorister 
at Durham Cathedral, music scholar at Rossall School and choral scholar 
at St John’s College Cambridge.  He has been a professional member of 
the Chapel Royal Choir in London and sung with The Monteverdi Choir, 
the Academy of St Martin-in-the-Fields and The Louis Halsey Singers.  
Music director of Nantwich Choral Society, John also conducts The Open 
University Chapel Choir.  

 The programme will be a variety of sacred and secular; serious and 
light hearted.  From composers of old through to our own lifetime - as 
varied as Byrd and Chilcott, Mendelssohn and Todd, Brahms and Rutter,  
Fauré and Goodall.   You might also hear a familiar folksong or spiritual, 
a TV theme or hints of a favourite old nursery rhyme, or ...  
But no, we'll keep the actual programme a surprise for you on the night!   

There will be a “retiring collection” for donations please  
and refreshments after the concert! 
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From the Superintendent Minister 
Dear friends, 

 In Lent we are reminded of the time that Jesus spent in the 
wilderness at the start of his ministry; a time in which he wrestled to 
discern the fundamental values in his life and the patterns shaping 
his ministry. Many of us spend time in these days, either in some 
kind of ‘Lent group’ or in individual reflection, thinking about our own 
discipleship. As we go through Lent and approach Holy Week, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday, we are reminded that following the way of 
Christ is no easy option. Living and loving as Jesus did is costly. 
 Recently the Circuit Leadership Team has been thinking about 
the vision behind our life together. What is the Circuit for? What does 
the Circuit actually do?  We are conscious that in some people’s eyes, 
the circuit simply tries to take more and more money from local 
churches, and generally make life more complicated for people! 
In the Methodist Church, “The Circuit is the primary unit in which 
Local Churches express and experience their interconnexion in the 
Body of Christ, for purposes of mission, mutual encouragement and 
help.”  (Standing Order 500)  But what does that mean? 
 In practice, the Circuit ‘pays for’ and deploys our ordained 
ministers and our mission lay workers. Almost all of the money 
collected by the circuit through the assessment from local churches is 
spent either to meet the costs of ordained ministers or to contribute 
to the wider life of the Methodist Church. It is the circuit which plans 
preachers to lead worship and preach in local churches, with the aim 
that in each place people will be able to gather for appropriately 
encouraging and challenging worship. The fact that we work in 
circuits means (apart from anything else) that, by sharing ministry, 
local churches that could not afford to fund ministry themselves can 
share oversight. 
 In appointing ministers to oversee the life of local churches, our 
aim is to ensure that in each place the mission of the Methodist 
Church is strengthened. But then we might ask again, “What does 
that mean?” For many years now, the Methodist Conference has 
affirmed the mission of the Methodist Church in these words: 
 

27 

 

Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship  Fridays 7pm – 9pm 
 

“Just what I was looking for” is how one person described the 
experience.  “Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is how those 
who keep coming back describe it. 
If you enjoy singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love our Friday 
evenings. We are also looking for an accompanist, so if you prefer to 
play the piano, you will also be very welcome. 
 

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

MUSIC at WESLEY 
Lunchtime Concerts  
12.45 - 1.35pm 
 

At Welsh Presbyterian Church  
St John Street CH1 1DA 

 
March 7th  Jocelyn Piano Trio  
March 14th  Jessica Zhu (Piano) 
March 21st  Chetham’s School of Music Pianists 
March 28th  Lionel Clarke (Cello), Brian Heald (Piano) 
April 4th   John Bush (Trumpet), Brian Heald (Piano) 
April 11th  Vale Royal Singers - Fauré’s Requiem 
April 18th  William Green (Piano) 
April 25th  Chetham’s School of Music Brass Ensembles 
May 2nd   Brian Heald (Piano) 
May 9th   Roger Fisher (Piano) 

Retiring Collection 

Music around the Circuit 
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Chester City Passion - Good Friday 2017 
Following last year’s huge success Chester Mystery Plays and Theatre 
in the Quarter have joined once more with Churches Together in 
Chester City Centre and Link Up to produce a dramatised ‘Way of the 
Cross’ in the streets of Chester on Good Friday morning. 

Friday 14 April, 2017 at 10.30am 
The performance will start at the Eastgate Street clock with Jesus' 
entry to Jerusalem and the Last Supper at the Cross. It will then  
process towards Town Hall Square for Gethsemane and the Trial,  
finishing at the West door of the Cathedral with the Crucifixion. 
Community actors will be joined with with the Passion chorus,  
drawn from Chester Mystery Plays, Theatre in Quarter, church choir 
and community performers and Chester schools. The engrossing  
performance will feature Matt Baker’s captivating music from the last 
three productions of the Mystery Plays, and the whole event is an  
exciting prelude to the next cycle of the plays in 2018. 
Join us for this very special journey - it will last no more than  
45 minutes and is completely free of charge. 

Kelsall Bi-Centenary Celebrations 2016 
2016 proved to be a very special year for KMC, as we celebrated 200 
years of Methodism in Kelsall. We have enjoyed services led by people 
special to the Church – a particular delight was welcoming Jill Barber,  
the Vice President of Conference to our Anniversary Service and  
Exhibition. We have shared memories and artefacts from the distant and 
more recent past of the Church, appreciated the art and crafts created in 
our local community during our Art Exhibition – we were delighted to  
receive a wonderful painting of our Church created by the children of  
Kelsall Primary School. We have enjoyed evenings of music and shared 
special lunches. Our final event was a new departure for us when we put 
on the first ever Kelsall Christmas Tree Festival. This was well supported 
by sponsors and the local community. At the opening ceremony we  
were thrilled to be awarded a big donation from Kelsall Beer Festival to 
support our work in the community.  

Many thanks to all who were involved in the organisation of all these 
events.  What a busy, fantastic year! We certainly feel very blessed and 

now we look to the future and our Mission in the next 200 years! 
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 “The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of 
 God's love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and 
 mission. It does this through: Worship, Learning and Caring, 
 Service and Evangelism.” (‘Our Calling’) 
 

It is all too easy for us to be bound up in local patterns of church life. 
There are jobs to be done, rotas to organise, bills to be paid. There are 
styles of worship we personally appreciate, and local events that we like 
to support. But from time to time we need to step back and ask 
ourselves the question, “How much of this is faithful mission?” 
In turn we are led to more searching questions: 
 “Is the worship we share in week by week encouraging and 
challenging?” (And if not, why not?) 
 “Does worship and church life meet only my needs, or are there 
others who need to hear the gospel of God's love in Christ who are not 
able to do so because they cannot engage in what we currently offer?” 
 “Who are the people we are called to serve in God’s name, and 
what are we doing to serve them?” (How aware are we of the needs of 
our neighbours—both locally and in the wider world?) 
 “What are we doing to equip our people for faithful discipleship: 
following the way of Jesus in everyday life?” 
 “What are the costs of sustaining the mission of our church?”  
(What can we realistically do? What changes might we need to make in 
our life together?) 
 

May God bless guide and strengthen us by the Holy Spirit as we 
continue to wrestle with our calling. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Neil 

Subject to the LP Meeting’s approval 

Wednesday 26th April 7.30pm  
at Frodsham 

Local Preacher Recognition Service  
for Matthew Barnard 
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Easter Offering 2017 
At Easter, the Methodist Church in Britain invites donations to the 
World Mission fund through Easter Offering envelopes. 
Please Gift Aid your donation wherever possible. Cheques should 
be made payable to Methodist Church World Mission Fund 
 

The World Mission Fund supports God’s mission in 65 partner 
churches outside Britain and Ireland through: 
 mission partners 
 nationals in mission appointments 
 scholarship and leadership training 
 other grant giving 
Please give generously to this vital work and con-
tinue to support it in prayer throughout the year. 

The Easter Offering Dedication Service is to be held at 
Frodsham Methodist Church on Sunday May 7th at 6pm. 
The service will be led by Rev’d Linda Catlow.  
All welcome. 

Shine like stars 
Christ, our light we thank you that we can share in your mission to 
bring the light of your love into the most challenging situation of 
our world. May our gifts of money help to produce the kingdom 

fruits of hope and joy through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Tiverton Anniversary 
 

2.30pm April 2nd 
 

Led by Rev’d Andrew Emison 
 

Refreshments following the 
Service 

25 

 

Holy Week around the Circuit 
 

Mon 10th , Tue 11th & Wed 12th April  
6pm till 6.30pm Helsby “ A Place to Gather” 

 

Tuesday 11th April 
7pm Frodsham  Reading through the Gospel of Mark 
7.30pm Hurst Lenten Music & Reflection with Mrs Elizabeth Holmes 

 

Maundy Thursday 13th April 
6pm Helsby A simple meal & Holy Communion 
6.30pm Caldy Valley Simple meal & Holy Communion  
   With Rev’d David Goodwin 
6.30pm Tarvin Simple meal & Holy Communion with Rev’d Sue Levitt 
6.30pm Wesley Community Meal and Worship All Ages 
7pm Frodsham Simple Soup Supper with Holy Communion  
   With Rev’d Andrew Emison 
7.30pm Hoole United Holy Communion Service at Hoole URC 
7.30pm Kelsall Maundy Thursday Supper and Service 
7.30pm Blakelees with Rev’d Ian Rigby 
7.30pm Saltney with Rev’d David Speed 
7.30pm Waverton Evangelical Fellowship United Service 

 

Good Friday 14th April 
9.30am Service at St Phillips Kelsall. 10.30am Walk of Witness to   
Kelsall MC for coffee & Hot cross buns then Service at 11.30am. 
10.30am Main St Chapel  for Frodsham Churches Walk of Witness 
11am Norley with Mr John Bell 
11am United Service at St Andrew’s Tarvin 
11.30am - 3pm Wesley Centre open with Reflective Service at 1pm 
in Upper Room 
10am Helsby with Rev’d Christine Jones followed by a Walk of  
Witness to St Paul’s Helsby for refreshments and hot cross buns. 
Chester Passion (See P26) 
2pm United Service at Saughall Rev’d David Speed 
3pm Hoole United Service - Rev David Goodwin 
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Diary Dates March to May 2017 
March 
Wed 1st Ash Wednesday 
Tue 7th 1.30 - 3.30pm Norley Community Centre:  
  Lent discussions, tea & cake. 
  Also on 14th, 21st & 28th plus 4th April 
Thu 9th  09:30 to 16:00 at Knutsford MC: 'Dignity & Respect'  
  conference. Understanding of bullying and harassing  
  behaviour and ways to respond. 
Mon 13th 12 to 1pm Hurst Kingsley: Soup Lunch in aid of the   
  Multiple Sclerosis Society UK. 
Wed 15th 7.30 for 7.45: Hurst Kingsley Guild. Mary Ford updates us 
  on the Buzz Group project. 
Tue 21st & Wed 22nd 19:30 at All Saints, Hoole, Chester:  
  ‘Bible Focus’. Peter Maiden speaks on Paul's second letter  
  to Timothy. 
26th   Mothering Sunday.  Clocks go forward 

April 
Sun 9th  Palm Sunday 
Mon 10th 12 to 1pm Hurst Kingsley Soup Lunch in aid of the   
  Good Shepherd Hospice 
Thu 20th  Local Preachers’ Meeting at Tarvin 7.30pm 

May 
Sun 7th Vocations Sunday 
Mon 8th 12 to 1pm Hurst Kingsley Soup Lunch in aid of MacMillan  
  Cancer Support 
Sun 21st Aldersgate Sunday 
Thu 25th  Ascension 

(From p25) Easter Sunday  
7am Frodsham Churches Service on Frodsham Hill followed by 
breakfast at Frodsham Methodist Church 

 

If your church is not holding a service,  
you will be very welcome at any of the above. 
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Circuit Project: Cheshire Search and Rescue 
June 2016 - December 2017 

 

 It is hoped that the Project will raise at least 
£10,000 as in the last project. Each church is being 
asked to help raise as much money as possible to 
support this work.  

Amount raised so far is approximately £2,800  
When your church organises an event to raise money for the 
Circuit Project, would you be kind enough to tell Alan 

Johnson as he is compiling a diary of events.  

Email - johnson365@btinternet.com 

Saturday April 1st 7pm 
Curry and Quiz Evening at Wesley (Look out for more details) 

The World Day of Prayer for Christian Unity  
was held at St Laurence’s Church Frodsham. 

The preacher was the President of the Methodist Conference Rev'd Dr 
Roger Walton and over 250 people attended including leaders of all 
Christian denominations. It was 
a joyful time. The theme was 
‘Breaking down Barriers that 
divide us’ and was dramatically  
expressed by twelve people 
building a wall of stones across 
the church. After words of rec-
onciliation they were rebuilt 
into a cross on which  
children from the churches then 
placed lighted candles. 

Easter Coffee Morning at Rowton 
Saturday 8th April 10am - 12noon 

All Welcome 
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Rev’d David Goodwin’s Sabbatical 
 

 During the months of May, June and July I will be on a three month 
sabbatical. The Methodist Church’s guidelines describe a sabbatical as “a 
gift from the Church to all presbyters and deacons and it is intended that 
during a sabbatical they will do something different which will inform and 
perhaps re-enthuse them in their ministry. They are recognised as a way 
to re-energise people by allowing them to explore a different aspect of 
their work or undertake some form of study; a sabbatical is a time of 
grace allowing them to spend time with God doing something different.”  
 I have had two previous sabbaticals and have indeed found them to 
be an immensely valuable gift of time. Time to study, reflect and pray, 
and time just to “be” away from the routines of ministry, not least the 
blessing of having weekends to be with family and friends. In the  
prospectus I submitted to the District Sabbaticals Committee I identified 
two main aims. 
 To undertake some reflection on biblical interpretation, with  
particular reference to the practice of “Scriptural Reasoning” (in which 
small groups of Jews, Christians and Muslims, gather to read short  
passages from their scriptures and discuss their interpretations). I plan to 
spend some time at Wesley House, the Methodist College in Cambridge, 
and hope to visit some Scriptural Reasoning groups in other locations. 
 To do some long distance pilgrimage walking, combining my love of 
walking with time to reflect on my spiritual journey. Kay and I will be 
walking the St Cuthbert’s Way from the Scottish Borders to Lindisfarne 
during her half term. 
 I would like to thank the members of the Circuit Sabbatical  
Support Group who, under the leadership of Ken Jackson, have already 
been at work putting in place support arrangements for the churches and 
for Kay and myself. Pauline Jackson from Caldy Valley, Jon Stringer from 
Hoole and Peter Linsey from Garden Lane are on this group and will be 
the main point of contact for their local church. Thanks in advance also  
to my colleagues on the staff team who will provide cover over the  
three months. Fuller details of who you can contact while I am away  
will be published nearer the time I am very grateful to all who will make 
my sabbatical possible, and I trust I will indeed return informed and  
re-enthused. 

Rev‘d David Goodwin 
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Summer Tea at Rowton 
Towards the end of last summer we were asked by the Hospice of the 
Good Shepherd for a donation. This church although a small one has  
always contributed annually but this time we were asked to do something 
different. But what could we do? We are only a small church as already   
said, not many members and most of us past our sell by date. A  
summer tea was suggested and agreed so although the date was by now 
into October we proceeded, perhaps with a little trepidation. A summer 
tea in October? Would we have weather good enough to use the small 
lawn which would augment the limited space we have in church? Would 
people want to come or would they be sleeping off their Sunday lunch? 
But onward we went. Church members were asked to make sandwiches, 
cakes and scones. Volunteers were requested to serve the tea. Posters 
were distributed round the village and we were on our way. 
 Sunday the ninth of October 2016 arrived. We had cakes etc in 
abundance, helpers all afternoon, the sun shone and most of all, people 
came. It was lovely to see the village people sitting with friends enjoying 
their afternoon tea and a chat. It was also rewarding to see our little 
church overflowing with people and we must have had a good number. 
We did not charge but asked for donations and we had £464 from  
donations and £230 raised from the sale of hospice Christmas cards. The 
good Lord was certainly with us on that day and village people are asking 
us to arrange another tea this coming summer. 

John Nicholas of Kelsall 
It is with great sadness that we record the passing of John. Many friends 
in the Circuit will have known him down the years as a true Christian 
friend and a faithful servant of Christ at KMC, where he held many  
offices , including Steward, Sunday School Superintendent, to name a 
few. Many young people were thankful for his leadership of the Young 
People’s Fellowship where friendships were forged and the Love of God 
was explored and was the central theme. We will all miss him dearly and 
are thankful for the memories and example he has left us. 
We assure Nellie, his wife, and his family, of our love and support and 
prayers in the coming days.  
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C & DF Connexional Funds Totals 2015 - 16 
Methodist Church fund £307  
Mission in Britain fund £2502 
Property Fund £904 
Training Fund £150 
World Mission Fund £7287 of which £3482 was Easter offering 2016 
Fund for the Support of Presbyters and Deacons £200  
(plus £995 paid via District)       Total = £11,350 (plus £995) 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2017  
It’s time to put Fairtrade in your break! 

2017 sees the 23rd Fairtrade Fortnight in the UK. It 
will be also one of the most uncertain years for a 
generation when it comes to trade.  
Low prices paid to farmers can mean 
 They can only afford to feed their families one 

meal a day - this can lead to health problems 
for their children such as stunting.  

 They can’t afford medical care and put off treatment their families 
really need.  

 They don’t have enough money to send their children to school. 
Lack of money also means pressure for children to work.  

 They can’t afford to invest in better farming that means they can’t 
improve the quality of their crops and charge a higher price for 
them. 

Fairtrade exists to change this. This year during Fairtrade Fortnight 
(27th of February to 12th March) we are encouraged to create as 
many breaks as possible for people in our communities. Whether it’s 
over a tea or coffee give them a moment in their busy day to stop and 
reflect on whether they are feeding exploitation or not and take action. 
Tell real stories about farmers and workers in poor countries who  
produce the food and drink that make our breaks so enjoyable. Take the 
message beyond your network to the general public. This is our fourth 
fair trade fortnight channel challenge.  

Visit www.fairtrade.org.uk for ideas and information 
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Christian Aid Week  
14th - 20th May 

 

Christian Aid is a Christian organisation 
that insists the world can and must be swiftly changed to one 
where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. 
 They work globally for profound change that eradicates the 
causes of poverty, striving to achieve equality, dignity and  
freedom for all, regardless of faith or nationality. They are part of 
a wider movement for social justice. 
 They provide urgent, practical and effective assistance 
where need is great, tackling the effects of poverty as well as its 
root causes. 
 This year, Christian Aid Week marks 60 years of fundraising 
to bring an end to global poverty. British churches founded Chris-
tian Aid in 1945 to support hundreds of thousands of refugees 
who lost their homes and possessions in the Second World War. 
This vital work was needed long after the war was over, so in 
1957 Christian Aid Week was launched, appealing to the public to 
help fund the churches' relief efforts.  
 

60 years ago, Christians refused to stand by while people  
suffered in refugee camps. People are rising to that challenge again.  

Lenten Lunches 12noon - 1.30pm 
Mondays 6th, 13th, 20th,  

27th March & 3rd April 2017 
 

At the Quaker Meeting House 
Frodsham Street 

 

Minimum £5 donation is suggested 

Chester Christian Aid 
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A New Face… 
  Hello! It’s with great excitement and a fair amount of 
trepidation that I introduce myself to you. My name is David, and 
from 1st September 2017, I will be serving as a probationary minister 
in the Circuit, with responsibility for Blakelees, Helsby and The Hurst. 
I am looking forward greatly to the next few years here in the  
Chester and Delamere Forest Circuit as I continue the lifelong  
learning of a Presbyteral minister, through the application of  
probationer’s studies.  
 But before going any further I would like to thank the churches 
and Circuit who have already shown such great hospitality to us as a 
family, and especially for the welcome we received on our visit to 
you. Although we met a good number of people on the day, and 
shared something of my sense of call and ministry with you, I hope 
that over the next few paragraphs, I can give you a flavour of who I 
am… 
 I was born in Ashton under Lyne, Tameside, but moved to 
Stockport as a five-year-old. At the age of 11 I started attending  
the local Methodist church. At around 15 the faith that had been  
presented to me with love and care suddenly began to mean more 
than mere words, and through that care and love I had a conversion 
experience, as a Methodist I might suggest that my heart was 
strangely warmed…to this day my heart continues to be warmed by 
the love and majesty of our Lord and Saviour. 
 I have a great fondness for the City of Chester, having studied 
my Theology degree at the University, back when it was linked with 
Liverpool. After University, I started working for the Methodist Church 
as a children’s and youth worker, and some years later took a second 
posting as a Fresh Expressions worker. 
 I am joined on my journey in faith by Gemma; we will have 
been married 11 years by the time we join you, she has been a  
constant support throughout my lay ministry and training. Just over 
six years ago we were blessed with Charis, our daughter. They say it 
takes a village, in Charis’ case it has been a Circuit, as she is most 
certainly a child of the church, and continues to grow in her faith. 
Music is an important part of my life, I have been a guitarist for 17 
years, a drummer for around the same amount of time, and spend  
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was in need of the opportunity to experience the sense of calm 
and quiet reflection that is so hard to find in our busy world and 
the day certainly did not disappoint”. 
 John, an individual day retreatant, said, “I want to say 
thank you so very much for my quiet day with you. Your lovely 
home is full of the peace of the Lord and it was a joy to just be 
there. Thank you for your thoughtful hospitality and fellowship 
at lunch plus prayers. I felt very ‘spoilt’ and every detail of the 
day was great, including your homemade soup and biscuits!” 
 Jean, a woman who stayed for 3 days, reflected, “Peace 
enfolded me as I walked through the front door. It has been so 
good to let go of the ‘busyness’ and ‘challenges of life’. David 
and Zoya gave me the freedom to be, cooked tasty meals,  
listened to me and prayed with me – wonderful. An oasis of 
peace”. 
 
 But don’t just take their word for it! How about coming 
yourself and ‘being’ in the space to feel the peace that Ruach 
Retreat offers? You can come for the day on your own, with a 
group, or you can stay longer as a residential retreatant. 
We look forward to welcoming you to our home retreat. 
 
For further information please contact us by email on 

dray1@btinternet.com  
 

or phone 01492 622279, or write to:  
Ruach Retreat, Llys Gwynt, Old Mill Road, Dwygyfylchi, 
Penmaenmawr, Conwy LL34 6TB. 
 

Zoya Zuvcenko and David Ray. 



20 

 

Ruach Retreat - An update from Zoya and David 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ‘A place to be’. This is the way we describe our retreat in 
North Wales. For so many of us life is full of ‘doing’ and the  
opportunities for ‘being’ are few and far between. Yet the  
advantages of taking time out from the normal routine of our 
lives can be really worthwhile. Retreats can refresh body, mind 
and spirit. 
 We encourage those who have spent time at Ruach  
Retreat to tell us how the experience has been for them. What 
follows are some comments from retreatants. We have changed 
names to safeguard confidentiality. 
 
 Mary, part of a group quiet day that David led, wrote, 
“Thank you . . . for your welcome, caring and generous  
hospitality and meaningful input. What an amazing location. I 
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much of my 
day with  
music in the 
background. I 
do believe we 
sing our faith, 
and learn at 
least our  
basic under-
standing of 
theology, and 
therefore our 
interpretation 
of the Divine, 
through the 
songs and 
hymns we sing. 
 Alongside the human members of our household come a  
menagerie including our Dog, Tortoise, Chickens and Fish. Having a 
four-legged friend in the house we do take a lot of walks! And with 
Gemma and I both raised spending much of our young lives on  
hillsides, we enjoy the outdoors. 
 Obviously, there is more to us as a family than two sheets of A5 
can start to suggest, and we hope to be able to share more about us 
once we are with you in Circuit, we truly are looking forward to  
finding out more about you. 
 I hope that gives you a taste of the new member of the staff 
team; I look forward to meeting you, learning with you, loving you, 
being frustrated by you, equally frustrating you, and sharing in your 
ministry with you. I will continually be praying for the churches and 
Circuit in the coming months and know that your prayers will be with 
Charis, Gemma and I as our arrival draws ever closer.  
I hope you are all looking forward to September as much as we are, 
every blessing to you, and may the love of God be with each of you, 
in Christ,  

David Bintliff  
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Hoole Methodist Church, Hamilton Street 
Saturdays 10am – 11.30am  

“Tea, Coffee & Toasted Teacakes” 

All are Welcome 
More details from John Evans 07939 645688 

or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Chester and Stoke on Trent District Synod 
The District Synod will take place in the Circuit on Saturday 6th 

May 2017 at Christleton High School. Our usual venue of  
Bishops' High isn't available on that day. We should be vey 

grateful for help with car parking, welcoming, serving  
refreshments before, during and after the event on the  

Saturday and preparation of the sound and projection systems, 
setting out of refreshments areas and tables for the bookstall 

etc. on the Friday evening. 

We will be in touch nearer the day to ask for assistance. 
With thanks from the Circuit Stewards. 

Frodsham Methodist 
Church  

will present a QUIZ NIGHT Friday 28th April 2017 
 in the Church Hall, Kingsley Road, at 7.30pm 

Teams of six - Supper included - Raffle 

Entry £5 per person, pay on the night. 
Why not join us for what is always a good night out?  

Teams must reserve a table in advance of the night as  
space is limited.  To book your table, please email: 

margjacks35@gmail.com or ring 01928 732067. 
Proceeds will be split between this year's church charity -  

Kimbuta Rural Development Programme - and our church funds 
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words, well, to say the least, he didn’t sound like a revolutionary. 

“Born again,” he thought, “How can a old shellback like me become  

a new person, how can I possibly turn away from the law, which 

spiritually speaking has been the love of my life. This man is telling 

me that the kingdom of God goes beyond the law. I cannot escape 

the implication that here is a word from God which cannot be  

ignored. The law deals with the things of earth, to be born again is to 

enter into the things of heaven. It is  to breathe in  the breath of 

God. Where that has come from no one knows. Where that will take 

us  we do not know. Moses didn’t . All that we can know is that the 

new life is the life of the ages, the very life of God.”  

 So Nicodemus tried to think this through.  He felt Jesus teasing 

him, a teacher of Israel, who was being told to go to the bottom  

of the class and start again. Suddenly there was a change in the  

conversation. Jesus, instead of  using the first person singular “I”, 

switched abruptly to the first person plural and called himself “We”. 

Nicodemus remembered with a shudder that moment when he  

realised that this man was using the divine plural,  first spoken in 

Genesis chapter 1 and called himself the Son of Man who had come 

down from heaven. He, Jesus of Nazareth, not Nicodemus, was the 

true teacher of Israel and if Nicodemus had any pretensions to be a 

teacher he had better learn first from Jesus.  John in the prologue to 

his gospel remarked that the law was given by Moses but grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ. 

 Where did that leave Nicodemus? Did he depart abruptly when 

he realised that Jesus was claiming divine authority for his words? 

Was it all too much for him? We do not know. What we do know is 

that Nicodemus defended Jesus in the Sanhedrin (John 7:50) and 

brought spices with which to embalm him after he had been laid in 

the tomb (John 19:39). What happened to him when he discovered 

that the spices were superfluous? 

Phil Duke 

Helsby Methodist Church 13th February 2017 
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Journeys with John  
Nicodemus. An unfinished conversation. John 3:1 - 15. 

 At the end of chapter 2 of John’s Gospel we find Jesus in  

Jerusalem for the Passover feast. In the temple courts he found  

people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 

exchanging money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all 

from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins 

of the money changers and overturned their tables. 

 As one would expect this action provoked a reaction. “Who 

gave you the authority to do this?” Many people saw the signs he was 

performing and believed in his name. But Jesus would not entrust 

himself to them, for he knew all people. He did not need any  

testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person. One 

such person was Nicodemus. John records only a brief conversation 

between them but surely it was longer. John doesn’t even tell us 

when Nicodemus left so we will consider what he might have been his 

reaction to Jesus’ words assuming that the conversation concluded at 

the end of  verse 14. 

 It was a few days after the Feast of the Passover,  the full 

moon was beginning to wane and a cloaked figure could be seen 

walking through the streets of Jerusalem.  Few would recognise  

Nicodemus. A prominent member of the Sanhedrin, the ruling council 

in Jerusalem and a staunch Pharisee. He was in a thoughtful mood. 

He had just spent time with Jesus of Nazareth (John 3:1ff) and there 

was one phrase of their conversation ringing in his ears, as it has 

rung in the ears of countless people since  “ born again”. “Yes” he 

thought to himself, “Something like that  must have happened to 

Moses long ago when the Almighty had called him to lead Israel  

out of  Egypt”.  Nicodemus and the rest of the Sanhedrin had  

just celebrated that deliverance at Passover. Now they needed  

deliverance, as much as ever. This time round it was the Romans who 

oppressed them. Could this Jesus be the one they were looking for?  

He was certainly a man from God, his actions testified to that, but his 
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Chester Folk Festival Weekend 26th-29th May 
Every year Kelsall is the venue for this brilliant, fun weekend.  
There will be a number of events at the Church, workshops and 
“singarounds”, etc. with refreshments. (see FF website or programme 
for details). On Sunday 28th May at 10.30am the Folk Festival Service 
will be held at KMC (joint service with St. Philips) with a Folk Festival 

band taking part. Come and join in the fun! 

Out and About  in March, April & May 

Saughall Coffee Mornings Wednesdays  
10.30am - noon 

 

8th & 22nd March 
12th & 26th April 
10th & 24th May 

‘Flicks in the Sticks’  

at Kelsall 
Mar10th  “Our kind of Traitor” 
Also Apr 7th & May 5th tbc 
Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm 

start. Admission is £4 with 
tea, coffee and cakes available. 

A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday of 
the month at our Church Hall on Kingsley Road, 
Frodsham, WA6 6BA.   The ‘soup and pudd’ lunch 
is served at 12.30pm prompt, with doors open 12 
noon.  Whilst tea and coffee is served, we have an 
informal 'fun quiz'. The suggested donation towards costs is £3.  

 If you would like to come along and join us, you will be made 
very welcome, so why not give it a try?   

To find out a little more, or to reserve a place, please ring the 
co-ordinator, Marg Jacks on 01928 732067  

or email: margjacks35@gmail.com   

KMC Community Lunches 
Thursdays March 16th, April 

20th,  and May 18th at 12 noon 

and are open to all. The two 

course lunch is £6 for adults 

(children are free). Choosing 

one dessert is the tricky bit! 
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Garden Lane 
Uniting Church 

Chester 
Community Coffee 
Mornings  10.30am - 12 noon  

Admission £2 includes  
Fairtrade tea or coffee &  

a cake or scone 
 

4th March - Therapy Dogs  
    Nationwide 
 
1st April - Dee House 
 
6th May - Christian Aid 

Out and About  in March, April & May 

Open Door Lunches  
at Norley Methodist 

Church 
Wednesdays Thursdays 
  8th Mar            23rd Mar 
12th April           27th April 
10th May          25th May 

Meals at noon & cost £4.50.  
Everyone welcome but  

please speak to  
Ruth (01928 788071) or  

Joan (01606 301198)  
by the Sunday before, to book 

your place. 

CHRISTLETON  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Prayer Lunch first 
Thursday of the month. 

12 noon to 1.30pm 
(surplus proceeds to Christian Aid) 

Prayer Requests Welcomed  
2nd March & 4th May 

 
Churches Together Christleton 

Lent Lunch 6th April  
12 - 1.30pm All Welcome  

Traidcraft Stall 

The Hurst  
Souper-Stars 
 invite you to  

their Kingsley  

Soup Lunch.  
It is the second  

Monday of every  
month from Noon  

to 1pm.  

 
The Hurst Methodist Church, Kingsley, 

has held Soup Lunches since 1994. 
Whilst they provide a lunch in good 

company for those who would  
normally eat alone, they have raised 

nearly £30,000 for various charities. 

In December it will be in aid of the 
new Circuit Project CSAR.  
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PRAYER IS ALL POWERFUL. 
At the service members of all religious dominations and faiths are 
welcome as well as those with little or no religious faith. Having 
started in Liverpool in 1999, Pause for Hope services they are now 
held annually in Manchester, Glasgow and Birmingham as well as 
Chester and provide a short period of time to light a candle, to ‘pause 
for hope’ and: 

"To ease, through prayer, the impact of cancer on individuals, their 
loved ones and the community and to pray that the day will come 

quickly when all cancers can be prevented or cured." 
 

Marion Needham, Hoole 

Frodsham Christmas Tree Festival 2016 
 Hundreds of people visited Frodsham Methodist Church for 
the Christmas Tree Festival on 9th and 10th December.  It was 
a real community event with 23 different themed trees creating  
a magical display decorated by local 
schools, businesses and community 
groups.  The event was officially 
opened by the Mayor followed by  
singing by children from two local  
primary schools, Manor House and 
Weaver Vale.  There were a number of 
festive musical performances through-
out the event including carols from the 
Choral Society.  
 The children also enjoyed taking 
part in the Find the Mice competition 
and making glittery cards to take 
home.  The proceeds from the event 
will be divided between church funds and the Boaz Trust a  
charity helping destitute asylum seekers. 
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 It will be five years in June since the first Pause for  
Hope service was held in Chester. Venues have included  
Chester Cathedral and St Columba’s Roman Catholic Church in 
Plas Newton. This year it is to be held at our own Caldy Valley on 
Sunday 11th June at 3pm.  Look out for more details nearer the 
time – but what is Pause for Hope? 

The Pause for Hope initiative has been set up  
with the following objectives:  

 TO PRAY THAT THE DAY WILL QUICKLY COME WHEN ALL 

CANCERS CAN BE PREVENTED OR CURED 
 to bring together in prayer those affected by all forms of  

cancer, their loved ones, carers and all involved in providing 
treatment and support. 
 to remember dear ones lost to cancer 

 to pray for those with responsibility for providing and  

allocating resources required in the investigation, treatment and 
care of patients with cancer 
 to help those affected to understand the Christian value of 

suffering and that the prayers of the sick and those who look  
after them have great power with God 
 to help those who don't have cancer but have a great fear of 

the disease  
 to reach out to those at home or in hospital as patients or  

carers and unable to attend the Pause for Hope services. 
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Coffee and Chat at Christleton 
3rd Thursday of the month 10am - 12noon 

Frodsham Methodist Church 
Join us for one of our monthly Saturday afternoon walks. We meet at 
church and do a comfortable walk lasting about 2 hours and return to 
church for cakes and drinks. We enjoy plenty of chat and fellowship. 
It would be good to see you. We leave church at 1.30pm. 

 

March 18th  Ros & Jim Caldwell to lead 
April 15th  Sue and Kevin Fairbanks to lead 
May 20th  Alan Gerrard to lead 

 

More information contact Ros Caldwell on 
01928 735261  

r.m.caldwell@talk21.com 

Plant Sales - A Chance to add a bit 
of extra colour to your gardens! 

 
 

Tarvin 13th May 10am - 12noon 
Woodland Trust Plant Sale plus TMC Cakes, Tea & 

Coffee & JD’s Bacon Butties! 
 

 
Saltney Sat 20th May 10am - 12noon 

Bacon Baps, Various Interesting Stalls & Refreshments 
 

Frodsham Sat 27th May 2 - 5pm 
First Ever Plant Fair ! 

 

All Are Welcome At These Events 
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 On January 16th Wesley Methodist Church in Chester  
embarked on the exciting phase of project construction works 
in their Worship Area.  Completion is programmed for the end 
of May.  Fundraising towards the project budget of £567,000  
is going well; funds received and pledged now total just over 
£547,000. The Wesley Church Centre will remain open during 
the week and Sunday services will be held in the Hall through-
out the construction period.   
Midweek Worship services are being held in the Creche room.  
'Music at Wesley' Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts are taking place 
in the Welsh Presbyterian Church across the road.   
Please visit our website: www.wesleychester.co.uk for regular 
weekly updates. 
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The Chapel in Tarporley going for growth 
 

 The Chapel Tarporley (Baptist and Methodist) invited local MP  
Antoinette Sandbach to join our 150th year celebrations on the 27th Jan 
2017 and to cut the ribbon for our newly refurbished and modernised 
Chapel. With help from charity agencies, various Church Associations and 
Unions and enthusiastic fund raising by the Tarporley community the pro-
ject became reality after eight months work when the ribbon was cut and 
the Chapel was blessed and re-occupied on the 27th. Helping Antoinette 
was 90 year old Mary Walley whose family have been associated with the 
church since its start. 
 As the congregation has been growing in numbers, faith and worship, 
the Leadership Team led by Pastor Nic Willis made the decision to go for 
growth and update the building to accommodate more followers to join as 
part of our energetic outreach. Although the importance of a happy and 
safe place for joint worship is key to the spread of the Gospel and The Holy 
Spirit, we recognise the importance also of external activities involving the 
community in worship outside our church building. We have, therefore, a 
range of both internal and external activities for young and old and also 
current and potential believers.  
 The church is also encouraging the community to use the Chapel for 
good, recognised and safe activities and is therefore open for hire. 
We welcome all to participate or to view both our new Chapel and our wide 
range of activities.  

Pastor Nic Willis on 01829 730606 welcomes any enquiries or questions   


