
28 

 

Many thanks to all who sent in items this time. 
If there is something happening in your church you would like to tell 
people about or if you would like to write for the next edition of the  
Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch. 750 words max 
 

by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,  
Holywell, CH8 8QY   by 4th August 2017 please! 

Kelsall Methodist Church presents an 
 

Independence Day  
 

Concert 
 

 by 
 

The First United Methodist  
Youth Choir  

of Birmingham USA 
on Tuesday 4th July 2017 at 7pm 

 

Tickets £5 (includes light refreshments) 
from Janice Aitken 01829 752508 or  

Avis Palmer 01829 751053 or  
Ann Barnett 01829 752576 

 
We welcome Circuit support for this event. 

  

 

Chester and  
Delamere Forest  
Circuit Newsletter  

 
Issue No 19 

June, July & August 2017 
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From the Superintendent Minister 
 

Dear friends, 
 Yesterday Peter Sandercock gave me my final ‘gentle 
reminder’ that this letter was needed for the newsletter. While  
I was wondering where to start, Peter suggested, “Are you 
going to talk about the building project at Wesley?”  
 Of course! What an excellent background to reflection!  
It has been a joy to see so many people bringing their gifts, 
expertise and effort to the work of transforming our worship 
space: the church’s own project team, architects, surveyors  
and builders. Although the work is not quite finished, it is 
already beginning to thrill me. I want to shout to as many 
people as possible, “Come and see! Come and share our joy 
and our wonder! .. and bring a friend!”  
 But then, overnight, we received the terrible news of the 
bombing attack in Manchester. A much more sombre 
background for my thinking. Human knowledge and effort 
being directed not towards building up, but to destruction, 
harm and terror. We share in the feelings of shock, horror and 
grief. Alongside others we struggle to make sense of such 
suffering. Yet alongside that, once again there are stories of 
courage and kindness. Both emergency services and ordinary 
people, hotel staff and taxi drivers, friends and strangers doing 
what they could to help and comfort. 
 A question that springs to mind is, “What might our faith 
have to say against the varied backgrounds of our daily lives?” 
How does our faith in God respond when we experience the 
joys and sorrows of life?  
 There is, however, a question that turns that thought on 
its head: “How do our daily lives respond to God’s call on us?” 
In other words, just as much as reflecting on our faith against 
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Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship  Fridays 7pm – 9pm 
 

“Just what I was looking for” is how one person described the 
experience.  “Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is how those 
who keep coming back describe it. 
If you enjoy singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love our Friday 
evenings. We are also looking for an accompanist, so if you prefer to 
play the piano, you will also be very welcome. 
 

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

MUSIC at WESLEY 
Lunchtime Concerts  12.45 - 1.35pm 

 

Saturday 1st July 

Performed by 
 

Jeremy Heald (Piano) 
Funérailles       Liszt 
Pavane pour une infante défunte  Ravel  
Jeux d'eau       Ravel  
Improvisations      Poulenc 
Variations Op. 41     Kapustin 
 

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre Funds 

 
 

Music around the Circuit 
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Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church 

Hamilton Street, Chester 
 

Friday 9th June 7pm  
 

Charity Concert in aid of  

‘The Hospice of the Good Shepherd’ by  

Abbeygate School & Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship 

Admission at the door £7. 

  

Sunday 9th July 3.00pm  
 

Concert & Cake 
with Hamilton Street Choir 

Fellowship and soloists 

About an hour of music 

followed by refreshments 

Admission Free, Donations Appreciated 

  

Sunday 20th August 3.00pm  
 

Concert & Cake with John Evans (organ) 

“Strictly Come Dancing!” Music for All with a Dance Theme 

Admission Free, Donations Appreciated 

 

Further details on all of the above from John Evans  

07939 645688 or  

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
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the background of our lives, we ought to reflect on our living in 
the light of our faith. As I search for an understanding of the real 
background to the whole human story, I am drawn back to Paul’s 
letter to the Romans, and chapter 8, in which Paul sketches out 
the purposes of God. These, he says, are that the joyful freedom 
of God’s children will be shared by all creation. Not that all is 
‘sweetness and light’. Suffering, frailty and danger may well be 
part of our present experience. Yet the love of God in Christ, and 
the power of God’s Spirit, works in us and around us. 
Whatever your circumstances as you read these thoughts, I invite 
you to reflect on your life against the background of these words 
from Romans 8: 
 

“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.” (verse 18) 
 

 “[We] hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God.” (verse 21) 
 

“the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit prays with sighs too deep 
for words.” (verse 26) 
 

“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?   No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (verses 35-39) 

 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Neil 

mailto:angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
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Dear Friends, 
 

 Christine and I have recently returned 
from the Large Church Initiative 
“Navigating Change” conference in St 

Louis, Illinois, USA (http://
lci17.com/, twitter: #lci17 ).  
 

The subject of the conference was church 
growth and evangelism. One of the most 
painful things that happens in many spheres of life when someone 
goes on a course or a conference is that they come back full of  
enthusiasm. They tell everyone else where they are going wrong and 
attempt to transplant solutions from elsewhere to the local situation. 
If our experience is to be of any value at all, then we need to  
carefully discern the appropriate lessons that we can take from what 
is a different context.  
 

Have you ever been in a conversation in a church meeting that has 
digressed? Have you ever been in a church meeting… and wondered 
why? 
 

Take the subject of “church growth”. If I was to start a conversation 
in a church council or circuit meeting about “church growth” any-
where up and down the UK, I would (if I were not Methodist) bet 
that I would be reminded that we are about so much more.  
I think I would hear the following: 
‘It’s not just about “[posteriors] on seats”, but growth in terms of 
depth’ 
‘You never know what seeds you have sown. You don’t always get to 
see the growth’  
‘Church is about building the Kingdom of God, not simply about  
growing itself’  or ‘It’s more complicated than that’. 
 

Quite so. ‘Amen’ to all, but does that mean that we can never have a 
substantive, focussed discussion on partnering with God to grow the 
numerical size of our congregations? Is decline inevitable and not our 
concern?  Is ‘the numbers game’ always inappropriate?  
(Acts 2:41, 2:47, 4:4). 

25 

 

Diary Dates June to August 2017 
June 
Sun 4th Pentecost - Cake stall at The Hurst after morning service 
  in aid of the Buzz Group outreach project 
Tue 6th ‘All We Can’ day at Wesley 
Sun 11th  Trinity Sunday and Methodist Homes Sunday 
          15:00 at Caldy Valley “Pause for Hope” service.   
  Prayer for cancer cures. 
Mon 12th  12noon to 1pm Hurst Soup Lunch  
  In aid of MacMillan Cancer Support 
Thu 15th  19:45 at Caldy Valley Talk by members of 'Cheshire  
  Search & Rescue' – Circuit Project 
Sun 18th Wesley 10.30am Thanksgiving Service in the  
  renewed Worship Area with Rev’d Neil Stacey &  
  Rev’d Christine Dutton. Plaque unveiling at   
  12.15pm by the Lord Mayor of Chester  
  Cllr Razia Daniels.  
19th-25th  Refugee Week 
Sun 25th  Methodist Conference Sunday 

July 
Sat 1st Concert at Wesley with Jeremy Heald (Piano) (See p27) 
Sun 2nd  Cake stall after Hurst morning service in aid of the Buzz  
  Group outreach project 
Tue 4th Independence Day Concert at Kelsall 7pm (See p28) 
Sat 8th 2pm - 4pm Summer Fete, Callin Court (See p10) 
Sun 9th  Action for Children Sunday (See p20) 
Sun 9th Concert & Cake at Hoole MC 3pm (See p26) 
Mon 10th  12noon to 1pm Hurst Soup Lunch  
  In aid of 'Action for Children' 
Sat 22nd Christleton Treasure Hunt in aid of the Circuit Project (p8) 
26th  School Summer holidays start  

August 
Sun 6th  Hiroshima Day 
Sun 20th Concert & Cake at Hoole MC 3pm (See p26) 
   

http://lci17.com/
http://lci17.com/
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Flintshire Foodbank at Saltney 
 
 The Foodbank at Saltney Methodist Church has reached  
a small but significant milestone; we have now issued 101 
emergency food boxes to families in the Local community. 
 
We opened our doors on the 5th October 2012,  being the  
first town Foodbank to open in Flintshire and now there is a 
Foodbank in every town in Flintshire with the most recent one 
just opened in Greenfield. This means that families have access 
to food in a time of crisis throughout the week. 
The hub of the operation in Mold now offers debt counselling 
and classes in spoken English to help refugees and people new 
to this country. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
supports the Foodbank with their generous donations of food 
and also to the wider community of Saltney, our friends at St 
Anthony's Catholic Church and Douglas Place ( sheltered hous-
ing) and also  to our dedicated volunteers, without them we 
would not be able to continue. 
 
We are open every Friday morning from 10 - 12  call in for  
coffee if you are passing. 
 
Victoria Rickers. 
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Christine and I met with church leaders who have played their part in 
the substantial numerical growth of congregations for which they had 
responsibility. These congregations, most of which were Methodist, 
varied in terms of their theology, demographics and style.  
One of the consistent themes however was their focus; their ability in 
the words of Sören Kierkegaard, to “will the one thing”.  
 

Christ Church (http://mychristchurch.com/) a Methodist 

church whose weekly attendance numbers some 2300, are able to 
sum up what they are about in eight words:  
 

“We exist to connect people with Jesus Christ”.   
 

Everything they do is measured against those eight words.  
 

Most of you reading this will be the sort of people who are working 
your socks off in our circuit and we’re grateful to God for each other. 
Where is the focus of our energies? Is our focus on Jesus and his  
ability to change lives…. or other things?  
 

Grace and peace. 
 

Andrew Emison 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

 I would like to add to Andrew’s  
reflections and challenge that which struck  
me while we had the gift and privilege of  
representing the connexion at the conference. 
The keynote speakers can be heard at 

http://lci17.com/resources/ .  
As well as listening to them at home for your 
own encouragement and learning, I would 
suggest that we find opportunities as small groups, church leadership 
team and church councils to listen and reflect on the wisdom of those 
who shared so passionately but realistically and sometimes painfully 
of their experience of growing churches.  If you    

http://mychristchurch.com/
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 have access to the  
 internet and know some  
 one who hasn’t maybe you   
 could invite them to listen   
 with you. If you haven’t  
 but know someone who  
 has – please find an  
 opportunity to ask. 
 

 God spoke to me powerfully and deeply throughout the whole 
visit of my own need to rely on Christ and Christ alone as we navigate 
this change. 
 

 I arrived in the US with my heart and mind full of pastoral  
concerns which were hard to leave behind. Before the conference 
started I entered the small room that the prayer team at Christ 
Church had set aside for the conference. They prayed for me and as I 
gave them each name I was carrying, they prayed for them by name 
and committed to do so while I was in the sessions so that my mind 
was able to concentrate on the lectures and workshops.  The prayer 
shawl ministry team gifted me my own shawl. As some of you will 
know, prayer shawl knitting has been a key part of my own walk  
with God and a way of praying for others for over a decade, and I  
dissolved in tears as Martha, a woman I am only connected to in 
Christ, stood in the corridor, wrapped me in my shawl and prayed for 
me and my ministry. 
  

 This demonstration of such powerful care and welcome was 
characteristic of the way the communities we visited showed  
exemplary hospitality. Acceptance and welcome were key to these 
growing churches.  The first Sunday in the Gathering in McCausland  

(http://www.gatheringnow.org/mccausland/) I sat beside 

a couple who had attended for the first time the previous week. They 
had filled in a contact card, had received a welcome email from  
the ‘connections pastor’ who came to speak to them personally. I  
witnessed how this small gesture made them feel at home and  
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Safeguarding Training and Recruitment 
 

 By the middle of June, 12 sessions of the Creating Safer 
Space Refresher Module will have taken place, attended by 
around 220 people. 
 

Church Councils, when renewing the appointment of 
volunteers  in the Autumn,  should check whether those 
people who originally trained in 2012 have completed a 
Refresher Module this year.  
 

No further Refresher Modules are planned until next year,  
when those who did their original training in 2013 will need  
to update it. 
 

A Foundation Module for people who are newly appointed to 
roles within their church will also take place early  next year. 
Volunteers are expected to do this training within 6 months of 
starting their volunteer role. 
 

It has become clear during the recent Refresher sessions that 
not all aspects of recruitment are being done properly. The  
requirements for  new volunteers to complete application  
forms, give references where appropriate, and sign a  
confidential Self Declaration Form are all described in the  
document referred to below which is on the Methodist Website. 
Also this document makes clear which church  
volunteers actually require a Disclosure and Barring 
Service check. 
 

Practice Guidance on carrying out DBS Checks as part of Safer 
Recruitment- August 2015.  
 

 Any queries about safeguarding training or  
recruitment should be referred to the Circuit Safeguarding 
Coordinators, Margaret Williams (Saltney) and  
Andrew Herbert (Wesley). 

http://www.gatheringnow.org/mccausland/
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Women's World Day of Prayer March 3, 2017 
 

The Chester gathering for the above event was held at St John 
the Baptist Church. The programme was arranged by the 
women of the Philippines. When collecting together items that 
were suggested for display at the service, one item posed a bit 
of a problem for us: a piece of dried fish! Various ideas were 
proposed - for example: a tin of sardines. However nothing 
seemed to fit the bill. I then tentatively offered to try and make 
something which would hopefully resemble the required item. 
 After the rehearsal, the day before the service, I was  
making my way down to the local shops when I saw a piece of 
bark on the ground, from a nearby tree. Blown off by storm 
Doris perhaps?  Who knows? The shape interested me. Picking 
it up I decided it looked a bit like a fish and dried fish too! Back 
at home I added an eye and one or two markings with a black 
felt tip pen and we had our piece of dried fish. For the service it 
was added to the other items on display, representative of food 
eaten in the Philippines - with a very grateful thank you to our 
heavenly Father who had a request for help and answered so 
promptly, even for such a minor matter.   Julia Evans 
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Churches together in Christleton 
 

Summer Teas 2.30 to 4.30pm  
 

Sunday Afternoons 
 

4th June to 24th September  
 

Proceeds to the Claire House Hospice charity  
 

All welcome to drop in 

engendered a sense of belonging.  When it came for the time to take 
communion, they were sitting between me and the aisle. They  
remained seated but when I stood, they said to me, “We weren’t  
going to receive, but go on, then, we’ll come out with you.” I danced 
up the aisle to a saxophone playing and vocalist singing, “Reach out, 
step out, God’s going to see you through”. 
 

 May the God who navigates us through change every day of our 
lives, breathe the Holy Spirit of enthusiasm through us - the Body of 
Christ, that we might step out with vision and passion and that Christ 
might use each one of us to offer life in all its fullness in the name of 
Jesus.  My prayer is that this circuit will continue to grow in prayer, 
faith, in discipleship, and in confidence in the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and that many more may join us on this journey. 
 

Your sister in Christ     
Christine 
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From Helsby Methodist Church  
 

When we read December's newsletter, we realised we were one 
of the few churches who had not done anything for the Circuit 
Project so we thought we’d better get on with it!  
 

We decided to have a ‘Bring and Buy’ Coffee morning. It was in 
the notices for weeks and we put loads of posters around 
Helsby. Our aim was to raise one hundred pounds. Our worry 
was -  would anyone come? We were wrong. Lots of people 
came at 10 o'clock on 4th March. Looking at the amount of stuff 
we had to sell everyone had been very generous with the ‘Bring’ 
part and also it turned out people were very generous with the 
‘Buy’. Plenty of cakes and scones were made, as tea and coffee 
are quite wet on their own.  
 

 We raised £370 which was fantastic.   
 The best thing was that people got  
 together to chat. Some people came   
 who had never been through our doors   
 before. I hope they come back. it was a   
 tiring but very worthwhile day. 

Lucy and Dave Penny 

Christleton Methodist Church 
 

Treasure Hunt & Tea 
 

Come and explore Christleton Village on foot 
Saturday 22nd July 2.30pm 

Proceeds to Circuit Project 
 

See Poster coming to your church for further details 
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Retreat House Chester  
 

brings the benefits of retreat  
to the city by offering non-
residential city based retreats.  
 

While we are rooted gently and deeply in Christian spiritual  
tradition, we are open to all and plan our programme  
accordingly with a range of retreat related activities, locations 
and timings. We are working towards opening a non-resdential 
retreat house in Abbey Square. 
 

Our programme includes 
 

Monday ( usually the 2nd Monday in the month)  
Contemplative Prayer 7.30-8.30 Chester Cathedral 
 

Wednesday Open House - 10.30-1.15   
at 9 Abbey Square (June 21st) 
 

Thursday Hub - evenings of input and conversation  
Quaker Meeting House, Frodsham Street  (June 29th) 
 

Friday  Retreat Day - a monthly short quiet day with simple  
input  Cloister Room, Chester Cathedral  10.30-2.30  
(June 2nd, July 7th)  £12 
 

Soulful Saturdays - workshops and reflective days on spirituality 
in daily living 10.30-3pm Cloister Room, Chester Cathedral  £25  
 

JULY 15th-16th A Chester Retreat.. a non-residential weekend 
of events and reflective space with workshops which will include 
creative writing, contemplative photography and making small 
mosaics. 
 

For fuller details & to check all dates 

do visit  www.retreathousechester.co.uk  

http://www.retreathousechester.co.uk/
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 Action for Children remains part of the Methodist Church, 
and while it gets funding from health, social services and other 
public bodies, it still relies on our support and our donations to 
do more. 
 

Action for Children helps disadvantaged children across the 
UK, from before they are born until they are in their 20’s. The 
main areas of work are: 

Fostering and Adoption 
Early Intervention to stop neglect and abuse 
Support for children with disabilities 

 

In total, Action for Children runs 600 services in this country, 
improving the lives of 390,000 children. 
 

Action for Children runs many specialist services, the main one 
in Cheshire being the Mother and Baby Unit at Styal Prison.  
 

For more information, see the website:   

actionforchildren.org.uk    
 

           Action for Children Sunday July 9th 2017 
 

Envelopes, bookmarks, and a Sunday Service Booklet are  
available for each church in the circuit to help promote this  

important part of Methodist outreach. These will be provided at 
the Circuit Meeting in June. 
 

             Step out for Children Sponsored Walks 
 

The nearest one for us will be a walk across West Kirby Beach 
to Hilbre Island on Saturday September 16th 2017 at 
10am. For more information about this, contact our local  
fundraiser Helen Noble on 01925 850856 or Email  

helen.noble@actionforchildren.org.uk  
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Circuit Project: Cheshire Search and Rescue 
June 2016 - December 2017 

 

 It is hoped that the Project will raise at least 
£10,000 as in the last project. Each church is being 
asked to help raise as much money as possible to 
support this work.  

Amount raised so far is approximately £5,500  
When your church organises an event to raise money for the 
Circuit Project, would you be kind enough to tell Alan 

Johnson as he is compiling a diary of events.  

Email - johnson365@btinternet.com 

 
Coffee Morning at Garden Lane,  Saturday 5th August 

Promises Auction 
in aid of the CIRCUIT PROJECT 

At Hoole Methodist Church 
On Saturday 23rd September 2017 

At 7pm in the Church Hall 
Short presentation about the work of the  

Cheshire Search & Rescue 
Ploughman’s Supper 

Auction of promises (time, talents, gifts) 
 

Tickets £5 (£3 concessions) will be available  
from Kay Goodwin (01244 313826), who will also be 

pleased to receive any promises. 
All are very welcome! 

All proceeds from the event will be donated to  

Cheshire Search & Rescue. 

mailto:helen.noble@actionforchildren.org.uk
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MHA Callin Court Greyfriars Chester CH1 2NW 
 

Summer Fete at Callin Court 
 

Saturday July 8th 2 - 4pm 
 

Opener - The Mayor of Chester 
 

Cakes, Books, Bric-a-brac, Tombola,  
Plants, Strawberry teas and Live Music 

 
Car parking available 

 

All are Welcome 

Tiny Tunes 
Rhyme time for babies & little ones 

Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in term time 
 

Little Story Time at Wesley 
 

Every Tuesday at 12.30pm in Term Time 
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Morecambe Bay Festival of Gospel Music 
 

The first Morecambe Gospel Bayfest will take place 
from Friday 29th September to Sunday 1st October 
2017. 
 

The weekend will be a celebration of Gospel music and 
will feature artists from throughout the British Isles. The 
aim of the event is to glorify God and provide a forum 
for Gospel music in the north west of England. 
 

The Morecambe Gospel Bayfest will be held in the  
Platform auditorium, which is the town’s old railway  
station. Each night will include live bands and solo  
singers, as well as an especially formed praise band. 
 

The weekend will be hosted by the Eurovision Song  
Contest winner, Dana, who will also be singing and  
sharing her Christian faith and it will include Songs of 
Praise Choir of the Year winners One Voice Community 
Choir.  
 

Weekend tickets are priced at 
£40 and are available via the 
Bayfest website 
www.gospelbayfest.com 
or from the Platform Booking  
Office 01524 582803 
 
More information 01524 262373 
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Prayer Handbook 2017 - 18  
Jesus the First and Last 
 
This will be available from 1st August to 
order from Methodist Publishing. It costs 
£3.95 per copy though if bought in bulk 
(ten or more) the cost is £3.50. 
 
Large Print copies available at the same 
price. 
 
If you normally get your copies via me, 
please get in touch with your order by 
August 10th. All items payable on delivery. 
 

peter.sandercock@btinternet.com   or 01352 711761 

 

Saturday  
8th July  
 

10.30am till 3.30pm Local heroes Event  
Hugh Bourne - Pioneer of Science for All 
The Royal Society's Local Heroes scheme is telling the stories of local 
science heroes across the UK including Hugh Bourne. Come and see 
the exhibition, listen to the talks and try some hands-on experiments. 
See website for more details & other events. 

Alsager Book Emporium Hassall Road, Alsager ST7 2HH 
Thousands of second-hand books for sale.  
Proceeds to Englesea Brook Chapel & Museum  
Opening hours Fridays 10am - 2pm Saturdays 10am-1pm  
Bank Holiday Mondays 10am - 4pm 
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Out and About  in June, July & August 

Hoole Methodist Church, Hamilton 

Street 
Saturdays 10am – 11.30am  

“Tea, Coffee & Toasted Teacakes” 

All are Welcome 
More details from John Evans 07939 645688 

Saughall Coffee Mornings Wednesdays  
10.30am - noon 

 

14th & 28th June 
12th & 26th July 

9th & 23rd August 

‘Flicks in the Sticks’  

at Kelsall 
 

returns in October 

A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday of 
the month at our Church Hall on Kingsley Road, 
Frodsham, WA6 6BA.   The ‘soup and pudd’ lunch 
is served at 12.30pm prompt, with doors open 12 
noon.  Whilst tea and coffee is served, we have an 
informal 'fun quiz'. The suggested donation towards costs is £3.  

 If you would like to come along and join us, you will be made 
very welcome, so why not give it a try?   

To find out a little more, or to reserve a place, please ring the 
co-ordinator, Marg Jacks on 01928 732067  

or email: margjacks35@gmail.com   

KMC Community Lunches 
Thursday June 15th at 12 noon 

and open to all. The two course 

lunch is £6 for adults (children 

are free). Choosing one dessert 

is the tricky bit! Next date is 

21st September. 
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Garden Lane 
Uniting Church 

Chester 
Community Coffee 
Mornings  10.30am - 12 noon  

Admission £2 includes  
Fairtrade tea or coffee &  

a cake or scone 
Saturday 3rd June 

For The Hospice of the  

Good Shepherd 
Saturday 1st July 

For Neuro Therapy Centre  
Saturday 5th August  

For Cheshire Search  

& Rescue 

Out and About  in June, July & August 

Open Door Lunches  
at Norley Methodist 

Church 
Wednesdays Thursdays 
  14th Jun            22nd Jun 

12th Jul           27th Jul 
9th Aug          24th Aug 

Meals at noon & cost £4.50.  
Everyone welcome but  

please speak to  
Ruth (01928 788071) or  

Joan (01606 301198)  
by the Sunday before, to book 

your place. 

CHRISTLETON  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Prayer Lunch first 
Thursday of the month. 

 
12 noon to 1.30pm 

(surplus proceeds to Christian Aid) 

 
Prayer Requests Welcomed  

 
1st June, 6th July  

& 3rd August 
 
 

The HURST SOUPER-STARS 
invite YOU to their Hurst Kingsley 
Soup Lunch.  
It's on the second Monday of 
every month from 12Noon to 1pm. 
Delicious home made soups, French 
bread and delectable desserts for a 
modest price. All proceeds are for 
the Souperstars' chosen charity of 
the month.           All this - and 

“Thought for the 
Day” from the 
Revd Ian Rigby. 

 
Come early or it's 

standing room 
only! 
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the world and in so many different ways. It has allowed me to  
experience different kinds of worship and to see worshipping  
communities ranging from a handful of people to tens of thousands. 
I have seen the Methodist Church experiencing massive growth in 
other parts of the world.  
 I wonder often how I can be part of this spreading of the Good 
News. We often have our doubts or think we are of no use. I am  
encouraged by this extract from John Wesley’s diary: 
 …it struck into my mind, “Leave off preaching. How can you 
 preach to others, who have not faith yourself?” I asked Bohler 
 whether he thought I should leave it off or not. He answered, 
 “By no means.” I asked, “But what can I preach?” He said, 
 “Preach faith till you have it; and then, because you have it, 
 you will preach faith.”  –Journal of John Wesley 
 It was really a privilege to be acknowledged as a Local 
Preacher during the special service at Frodsham Methodist Church on 
Wednesday 26th April. Thank you to all those who have supported 
me along the journey and to those who supported me during that 
service by taking part and by attending. We are all members of that 
worldwide family of Christians and of the worldwide Methodist 
Church. Wherever we go we are assured of welcome and also, I bet, 
that we will be given a job to do! However I am called to spread this 
Good News in the future, I pray that I may have the confidence and 
courage to accept the calling. 

Matthew Barnard 
Singapore 9th May, 2017 

Easter Offering 2017 
The total money raised through the Easter Offering envelopes 
and through the Offering at the Circuit Service on 7th May was 
£2,029.85. Many thanks to Myra Venables for organising this. 

In the picture opposite with Matthew is Andrew Ellams (left)  
who received his 25 Years Local Preacher Certificate at the same service. 
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Matthew Barnard - Local Preacher 
 
 We each of us came to faith in a plethora of different ways. We 
may have been brought up in a Christian family. We may remember a 
special person who brought us to faith. We may have come to Christ  
in worship, or in Bible study or in the Sacrament. We may have had  
a special moment with the Lord when out walking alone. It may  
have been in the wonder of nature or of human kindness or human 
creativity. However we came to faith, however we came to believe, we 
are urged as Christians to share this faith with others. 
 In 1 John 1:2-3 we read, ‘The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the 
Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen 
and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our  
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.’ 
 

 The word testify here is  
important. Even for those of us 
who have not seen with our 
eyes, our faith is not a personal 
one to be kept to ourselves; it 
is one to be shared with others.  
 My journey as a Local 
Preacher began when we were 
still in the Delamere Forest  
Circuit before we became the 
Chester and Delamere Forest 
Circuit. This shows that my 
journey was a long one! But a 
long one with a purpose I feel. 
The interruptions by my stints 
working abroad in China and in 
Singapore have allowed me to 
see the gospel being spread  
in so many different parts of 
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Coffee and Chat at Christleton 
3rd Thursday of the month 10am - 12noon 

Frodsham Methodist Church 
Join us for one of our monthly Saturday afternoon walks. We meet at 
church and do a comfortable walk lasting about 2 hours and return to 
church for cakes and drinks. We enjoy plenty of chat and fellowship. 
It would be good to see you. We leave church at 1.30pm. 

 

June 10th  Kathleen Povall to lead 
July 15th  Sue and Kevin Fairbanks to lead 
Aug 12th  Ros & Jim Caldwell to lead 

 

More information contact Ros Caldwell on 
01928 735261  

r.m.caldwell@talk21.com 

On a lovely sunny Spring afternoon we 
met at Tiverton Methodist Church 
on Sunday 2nd April to celebrate the  
Anniversary.  The Chapel had  been 
repainted not long ago and the organ 
refurbished recently which you can see 
from the photograph. The sound 
of  the organ reverberated richly 
through the Chapel and our thanks go 
to Mike Ridley for playing the music for 
us and  also to Roy Craven for his solos 
when he was accompanied by Jean 
Green.  The Revd Andrew Emison led 
the Lent Service in which we also gave 
thanks for the Anniversary of the 
Chapel. Afterwards we all  were able  
to meet together for a cup of tea and 
refreshments. 
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Saughall Methodist 
Church 

 

Saturday 8th July at 
2.00pm - 4.30pm  

 
We are holding a Strawberry Afternoon Tea 

Come and enjoy Strawberries and Cream!  
Adults £5 Children £3 Tickets are available from 
Ann 01244 881297 and June  01244 880735.  

Everyone is Welcome please join us. 

Norley Methodist Church

Safari Supper

Saturday 10th June 2017

Start times between 6.30pm and 7.30pm

Donation requested of £12 - £15 per ticket for adults and 

£30 for a Family Ticket (for children under 11).

For more information and tickets contact Hazel Dale on 01928 787216
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