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Many thanks to all who sent in items this time. 
If there is something happening in your church you would like to tell 
people about or if you would like to write for the next edition of the  
Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch. 750 words max 
 

by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,  
Holywell, CH8 8QY   by Monday 5th February 2018 please! 

 
Friday December 8th, 

7.30pm 
Wesley, Chester 

 

Christmas Concert given by  
The Vale Royal Singers  

and Queen's Young Voices 
 

Tickets at the door: £8 (under 18s £4), including 
refreshments/mince pies 

 

Advance Notices Keep the Dates 
 

At Caldy Valley 
Saturday 17th March 7.30pm 

Vale Royal Singers in Concert 
 

Sunday 15th April Café Jam will lead evening worship 

  

 

Chester and  
Delamere Forest  
Circuit Newsletter  

 
Issue No 21 

December 2017, January  
& February 2018 
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From the Superintendent Minister 
 

Dear friends, 
 

Keen-eyed readers of the Preaching Plan will have noticed that a new 
name has appeared on it; not on the plan for Sunday worship, but on 
the back page. Jenny Thomas has recently been appointed as the new 
chaplain at Callin Court in Chester. We look forward to Jenny’s ministry 
there, and pray for God’s blessing in it and through it.  

We are thrilled to be welcoming the Vice-President of the Methodist 
Conference, Jill Baker, to the circuit in February. Jill will be preaching at 
Wesley in the morning on February 11th; and then in the afternoon we 
are co-hosting an event with our friends from the Runcorn circuit. The 
celebration will take place at Trinity Methodist Church, Halton from 
4.30-7.00pm; look out for further details.  

I’m writing this letter in the week following the 500th Anniversary of 
Martin Luther nailing his ‘95 theses’ to the door of the church in 
Wittenberg; a significant moment in the Protestant Reformation. I’ve 
been trying to think about Luther’s legacy today. Do his protest against 
the church of his day, his emphasis on “justification by faith”, and his 
concern for people to read the bible for themselves in their own 
language, have any lasting impact today? 

As I turn my thoughts towards Advent and Christmas, I have been 
exploring the stories about the birth of Jesus in the different gospels 
(principally in Matthew and Luke). How refreshing it has been to look in 
detail at the nativity stories that we think we know so well! We are so 
used to ‘stitching together’ the different gospel accounts, for example, 
that we overlook some of what each gospel writer is trying to tell us 
themselves. Have I really gone all these years without noticing 
properly, for example, that Mathew does not mention Mary and Joseph 
making a journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem?!  

It is clear that the gospel writers were steeped in the stories of faith 
that sustained their communities, and knew very well the wider 
cultures of which they were a part. So they presented the story of 
Jesus in ways that highlighted his significance for his followers and for 
the world. 
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MUSIC at WESLEY 
Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts  12.45 - 1.35pm 

 

 

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre 
Dec 5th  Urszula Krukowska-Byzdra (Cello), Brian Heald (Piano) 
 

Dec 12th  Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists  
 

Dec 19th  Matthew Lau (Piano)       
 

Jan 2nd    William Bracken (Piano) 
 

Jan 9th  Alison Loram (Violin), Christopher Symons (Piano) 
 

Jan 16th  Chetham’s School of Music Pianists 
 

Jan 23rd  Martin Bickerton (Guitar) 
 

Jan 30th  Jessica Zhu (Piano) 
 

Feb 6th  Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists 
 

Feb 13th  Selim Ungut (Piano) 
 

Feb 20th  Duncan Anderson (Viola), Leanne Cody (Piano) 
 

Feb 27th  The Forum Piano Trio (Violin, Cello, Piano) 
 

Mar 6th  Heather Heighway (Soprano), Tim Kennedy (Piano) 

 
 
 

Saturday Organ Recitals 12.45 - 1.35pm 
 

Dec 16th Music for Christmas 
  Claire Heald (Contralto) with Brian Heald (Organ) 

  Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre  

Music around the Circuit 
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Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship   
Fridays 7pm – 9pm 

“Just what I was looking for” is how one person described the 
experience.  “Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is how those 
who keep coming back describe it. 
If you enjoy singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love our Friday 
evenings. We are also looking for an accompanist, so if you prefer to 

play the piano, you will also be very welcome. 

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church 

Hamilton Street, Chester 
Friday 8th December 7.30pm  
Concert by Nigel Ogden, BBC Radio 2’s ‘Organist Entertains’ 
Admission £8 (in advance) or £10 at the door. 
 

Monday 18th December 7.30pm  

Candlelit Christmas Concert by our Choir Fellowship,  

including ‘Carols for All’ 

Admission £6 at the door, including refreshments. 
 

Saturday 10th February 7.30pm  

Concert by The City of Chester Male Voice Choir, 

with special guest Rachel Mahon  

(Assistant Organist Chester Cathedral) 

Admission £8 at the door. 
 

Further details on all of the 
above from John Evans  
 
07939 645688  
or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
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A significant piece of background information is that the Roman emperors 
at the time of the birth of Jesus were also referred to as ‘Son of God’. So 
the questions are raised: not only “Do you believe that this is the Son of 
God?” but also “What kind of Son of God do you believe in?” Do you put 
your trust in an emperor who imposes his will by the force of arms? Or is 
your Saviour one who comes in humility, among the ordinary, the poor 
and those pushed out of the limelight? 

These are not simply historical questions. The message of the gospel 
asks these questions of us and of the world today. Our celebration of 
Christmas ought not to be consigned to the past by wrapping it up in 
tinsel haloes and tea-towel head scarves. As we retell the ancient story, a 
mirror is held up to the things that we value in the present, and we are 
challenged to reflect on where we place our hope for the future.  

As Christians we are called to proclaim a message that is rooted in 
centuries of history. But can we go further than telling the ‘old, old story’? 

Have we taken it to heart in such a way that its treasures impact how we 
live; not only when we are gathered in church but also in daily life? Are 
we in touch with 21st century cultures? Can we present the story of 
Jesus in ways that the people around us can connect with, so that they 
can discern his significance, and be challenged to put trust in him?  

One of the new carols in ‘Singing the Faith’ includes these words: 
“Songs that paint a cosy Christmas 
Miss the truth of God above! 
See how God, rejected, homeless, 
Came a child with wide-eyed love. 
Love transforms and brings release! 
Love brings justice, joy and peace!” 

Because of the God who came in Jesus, it is love — not hate — which 
transforms and brings release. It is love — not force or division or 
suspicion — which brings justice, joy and peace. A message for yesterday, 
for today, and for the future. A truth for me, for you, and for all. 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Neil 

mailto:angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
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Circuit Young Adults’ Group 
 
 For the last year and a bit, a group of young(ish)  
adults (20s-30s) have been meeting once a month at Rowton 
Methodist Church. The group is led by Christine Dutton. For 
most of this time we have been working our way through Brian 
McLaren’s ‘We Make the Road by Walking’ – a 52 week course 
with Bible readings, reflection, and questions for discussion and 
action. We then meet to discuss our responses to what we have 
looked at, over tea and biscuits. It has provided us with an  
opportunity to read, learn, meet different people and develop 
our faith in a relaxed environment.  
 

 In the words of some of the group: 
“It's good to get together to discuss and hear other people's 
thoughts, and to meet with other people who are at a similar 
'life stage'.  Being part of the group encourages me to read and 
think about the chapters for that month - if I was just doing it 
on my own it would be too easy to forget!”  
 

"It's been great to get to know other young people around the 
circuit who I wouldn't otherwise have met. I've found it really 
helpful to reflect on and discuss the issues raised in Brian 
McLaren's book as a group." 
 

"It's good to meet other young people in the circuit and discuss 
Christian themes in a friendly environment, as well as sharing 
our news and concerns over tea and several biscuits!" 
 

 We are open-minded and amiable and we would love to 
welcome anyone else who is interested to join us! The group 
meets at 6:30 - 8pm the first Sunday of each month at Rowton 
Methodist Church.   
 For any further information contact Rev’d Christine. 
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Sunday February 4th 7.30pm Wesley 
 

St John’s Festival Orchestra Concert 
 

Conductor: Adam Davies     
Soloists: Brian Heald (piano), Imogen Garner (soprano) 

 

Programme includes  
Mozart’s Piano Concerto in A major K.488 

 
Schubert’s 5th Symphony, Arias by Purcell and Mozart  

 
Tickets at the door £10 (under 18s £7) 

Saughall Methodist Church  

Monday December 4th 7pm 
 

The Mollington Singers Farewell Concert 
 

Donations will go to Saughall Methodist Church  
and Saughall Friday Club 

Tuesday 12th December at 
 

Saughall Methodist Church 
 

WI Grosvenor Group 
Christmas Carol Service 7.30pm  
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Diary Dates December to February 2018 
 

 

December 
Fri 1st  World AIDS Day 
Fri 1st till  
Sun 3rd  Christmas tree Festival at Norley (p15) 
Sun 3rd  Advent Sunday 
Sat 9th  9.30 - 12.30 at the Hurst Ready Steady Christmas ! 
  (For children - parents welcome at the end) 
Sat 9th &  
Sun 10th  Hoole Christmas Tree Festival (p15) 
Mon 11th  12noon till 1pm Hurst Christmas soup lunch in aid of 
  the Salvation Army homeless appeal, Warrington 
23rd December to 7th January schools Christmas holidays 

January 
Mon 8th 12noon to 1pm Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of Mission  
  Aviation Fellowship 
Sat 20th Concert at Christleton in aid of Circuit Project (p8) 

February 
Sun 11th 10.30am Visit of Jill Baker (Methodist Vice President) 
  to Wesley and at 4.30pm Halton Trinity in the  
  Runcorn Circuit for a United Service / Event.  
Mon 12th  12noon to 1pm Hurst soup lunch in aid of Maggie's  
  Centres offering free practical, emotional and social  
  support to people with cancer. 
Wed 14th  Ash Wednesday 
Wed 21st Oakmere Chapel Anniversary 2.30pm Rev’d Andrew 
  Emison followed by tea. 
26th February to 11th March is Fairtrade Fortnight 
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The Vice President of Conference Jill Baker will 
be visiting our Circuit on Sunday 11th February. She 
will be preaching at Wesley at the 10.30am service.  
On the same day we are co-hosting a Celebration  
at Trinity, Halton WA7 2AT with friends from the 
Runcorn Circuit between 4.30 and 7pm.  
 

More details (including directions) will be forthcoming 
nearer the time. All are welcome. 

The Hurst Methodist Church Kingsley 
There has been a church on the site since 1780, so here  

we celebrate 237 years of Wesleyan or Methodist worship in  
our village. We are an active church thanks to a team of  

enthusiastic workers and participants.  
 

Worship and discipleship: Sunday worship is every week and 

Holy Communion every other week. Bible study and prayer groups 
take place weekly. Cafe church is held monthly. We are fortunate to 
have superb and inspiring music leaders and organists. 
 

Outreach: we reach out to our congregation, our local  

community and worldwide. Charities are supported through a monthly 
soup lunch and we also hold annual fundraising projects in the UK 
and overseas. A quarterly magazine is distributed to all on our  
community roll.  
 

Fellowship: the Guild meets monthly with interesting and  

challenging speakers. The monthly soup lunch is popular in the village 
as is an event known as Tea at 2.30 mainly for the seniors. Men's 
brunch with various activities is held monthly. 
 

Children and young people: Junior church is weekly and Messy 

Church monthly. Barney's buddies for the youngest is every week, 
Mums and Dads are welcomed for a drop-in weekly in term time. 
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News from Callin Court 
 

 Callin Court is situated  
within the city walls of Chester. It 
was originally opened in 1983 and 
remodelled in 2005.  
 

 There is a service at Callin 
Court every Sunday evening.  
Between July 2016 and May 2017 over £2000 has been given  
in weekly offerings. This has enabled the people of Callin Court 
to help many different causes as well as giving to our circuit 
most generously (£500). They have also given £200 to the  
Circuit Project Cheshire Search and Rescue, helping us on the 
way to reaching our target of £10,000 – we’re nearly there! 
(See p8) 
 

 They also give to local, national and international charities 
such as Christian Aid (£300), Chester Vision Support (£200),  
the Hospice of the Good Shepherd (£300), Mercy Ships UK 
(£300) and Maipelo, Botswana (£200). The folk of Callin Court 
have also contributed nearly £600 through appeals from All We 
Can – (formally the Methodist Relief and Development Fund)  
to their Haiti, East African Famine and Caribbean Hurricane  
appeals as well as sending money via Wesley to the Grenfell 
Tower disaster appeal. 
 

  Thanks to all the folk of Callin Court who   
  give most generously during their Sunday   
  evening services and in their responses to   
  disaster appeals. 
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10am Frodsham Rev’d Andrew Emison 

10am Kelsall Rev’d Sue Levitt 
10:30am Christleton with Rowton Rev’d Christine Dutton 

10:30am Helsby Geoff Robinson 
10:45am Hoole Rev’d David Goodwin 

11am Tarvin Rev’d Sue Levitt 

Christmas Coffee Morning at Rowton 
 

Saturday 2nd December 2017 10.00 am - 12 noon,  
Coffee or tea and mince pies available.  
Various stalls, everyone very welcome.  

Proceeds to Church Funds. 

Cards for Good Causes  
at Wesley this year until 13th December  
in the Hall during Wesley’s opening hours  

10am - 4pm 

Tarvin Street Market  
Saturday 2nd December 5pm till 9pm 

 

Many stalls with a decidedly Christmas flavour. 
 

Children's Nativity and Craft at Tarvin Methodist Church 
plus tea and coffee and light refreshments. 

Sunday 3rd December Community Carol Service 2pm at 
Helsby Methodist Church led by Rev’d David Bintliff 
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Christmas Services  
& Events across the Circuit 

Saturday 16th December 8am till 6pm at the Hurst  
‘Too busy to stop?’ Stop and meditate on the real 

meaning of Christmas 
 

Monday 18th December Carols Tesco Helsby  

6.30 – 7.30pm All Welcome to come and join in. 
 

Christmas Eve 

Caldy Valley 4pm Carols 
Helsby 4pm Christingle Rev’d David Bintliff 

Hurst 4pm Christingle Rev’d Anne Gibson 
Norley 4pm Rev’d Sue Levitt 

Christleton tea at 5pm carols by candlelight 6:30pm 
Bretton 6.30pm with Gill Taggart 

Saughall 6.30pm Rev’d David Speed 

Hurst 11.15pm Rev’d David Bintliff (S) 
Saltney 11.15pm Rev’d David Speed (S) 

Tarporley 11.30pm Pastor Nic Willis (S) 
 

See the Plan for other Services on Christmas Eve 

Christmas Day 
9:45am Caldy Valley Rev’d David Goodwin 

10am Saltney Rev’d David Speed 

10am Wesley Rev’d Neil Stacey 
10am Norley John Bell 

10am Bunbury Mike Ridley 
10am Tarporley Pastor Nick Willis 

10am Hurst Rev’d David Bintliff 

Chapel Fields Carol Service 3:30pm  

with the Chaplain Susie Treeton 
All are welcome to come and join in the singing 
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Chester Vision Support 

...exists to support vision impaired people and raise awareness 
of their needs.  Vision Support is a regional charity established 
in 1876, that we now operates in many parts of Cheshire and 
North Wales providing local support and services within the  
local community. 
 
Mercy Ships UK 
 

... are a team of nurses, doctors, surgeons, and other crew 

members from all over the world, donating time to help on 

board the world’s largest non-governmental floating hospital.  

As a floating hospital, they can sail directly to some of the 

world’s poorest people to deliver life-saving medical care and 

provide safe, state-of-the-art facilities in which to treat them. 

Their supporters are a vital part of the team, paying for        

essential medical supplies and ship repairs. Together, they have 

helped transform the lives of more than 2.56 million people in 

the poorest countries of the world since 1978. 

Cover the Globe  

...is a charity that promotes equitable healthcare for the      

marginalised population living with HIV. It does this through 

partnership with local organisations and by doing so helps to 

enable these populations to return to a fully active life and   

contribute to their communities. One such partner organisation 

is the Maipelo Trust  that runs a small clinic in Gaborone      

Botswana, running a program to provide life saving medication 

to HIV positive children and their families 
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Circuit Project: Cheshire Search and Rescue 
June 2016 - December 2017 

 

 It is hoped that the Project will raise £10,000 
as in the last project. Each church is being asked 
to help raise as much money as possible to support 
this work.  

Amount raised so far is approximately £9,272  
Many thanks to the people of all those churches who  
have made a contribution so far and to all those who still  
have events lined up.  

Nearly there!  
When your church organises an event to raise money for the 

Circuit Project, would you be kind enough to tell  
Alan Johnson as he is compiling a diary of events.  

Email - johnson365@btinternet.com 

Concert at Christleton 20th January 2018 
 

Music for a Winter’s Evening 7.30pm 
 

Musicians 
Sarah Jessop Violin 
Lionel Clarke Cello 

Claire Heald Contralto 
Jeremy Heald Piano 
Brian Heald Piano 
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Safeguarding 
 This is a gentle reminder that people who completed their initial  
Foundation Training (Creating Safer Space) in 2013 will need to  
complete a Refresher Module this year (2017–18). 
 

Also, there may be people who have been appointed by their Church 
Council to an office or a relevant role* for the first time. They will 
need to attend an initial Foundation Training Module. 
 

Look out for dates of courses in the new year. 
 

Relevant roles reminder: 
Lay employees & Volunteer Workers with pastoral responsibility,  
Pastoral Visitors, Anyone working with 0–18 year olds  
in the name of the church, Anyone working in activities targeted at 
adults who are vulnerable (e.g. luncheon club for the housebound) 
Church stewards, Circuit stewards, Local preachers, Worship leaders,  
Those training for local preaching or worship leading 
Church and circuit safeguarding representatives 
Choir/music group/drama leaders – where there are 0-18 year 
olds or vulnerable adults in the group. 

All We Can and the Methodist Church in 
Britain are calling for support for 
this urgent appeal for refugees displaced 
by the recent escalation of violence in 
Myanmar (formerly Burma). 
More than half a million people have fled violence in Myanmar’s Ra-
khine State. The majority of those fleeing are Rohingya women and 
children. They have sought shelter and safety in Bangladesh. Many 
are currently living in temporary unsanitary structures constructed out 
of plastic sheeting and bamboo in informal camps and settlements. 
Local host communities are struggling to respond to the scale of this 
disaster. All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain are calling 
for generous support for this urgent appeal to assist those seeking 

refuge in Bangladesh. People are in desperate need of      
water, food, shelter and access to medical care. 
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  All We Can is an international development and 

emergency relief organisation. It helps people around the world 
to find solutions to poverty and become all that they can by  
engaging with local people and organisations in some of the 
world’s poorest communities to end the cycle of suffering 
caused by any inequality and injustice. It was formerly known 
as the Methodist Relief and Development Fund.  
 

 This year we are asked to consider the possibility of giving 
an extraordinary gift. We can give this in the name of a friend 
or family member. We will then receive a card to pass on to a 
loved one showing them the kind of difference such a gift could 
make. 
 

 There are many different categories of gift such as ani-
mals, equipment, gifts related to health, women in business, 
training, helping farmers or encouraging people to know their 
rights.  
 

 £10 could provide 10 chickens to kick start a business 
helping families in Zimbabwe gain an income and build a  
livelihood to meet their needs. £41 could supply sheep to a 
farmer in a poor community in Ethiopia. £21 could provide three 
families in Ethiopia half the materials needed to build a beehive. 
Families contribute to this to and receive training in good  
beekeeping and forest management. £31 could help provide a 
toilet for a poor household in 
Nepal helping them stay 
healthy and safe. It depends 
how much you are able to give. 
See the Extraordinary Christ-
mas Gifts Catalogue that may 
be in your church now or look 
on the All We Can website. 
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Oakmere Methodist Church 

 

Chapel Anniversary  
Wednesday 21st February 

 

 
2.30pm Rev’d Andrew Emison 

 
Followed by afternoon tea 

 

All welcome 

‘Flicks in the Sticks’ at Kelsall 
Friday 1st December ‘Hidden Figure’ 
Friday 5th January ‘Viceroy’s House’  

Friday 2nd February (to be confirmed) 
7.30pm Admission: £4.00 on the door.  

Enquiries: 01829 752548  
 

Doors open at 7.00pm. Refreshments available. 

Carol Service at Tarvin MC  
with the Chester Corps of the  

Salvation Army 
Thursday 14th December at 7.00pm 

Followed by refreshments 
All Welcome 
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Out and About  in December, January & February 

Hoole Methodist Church, Hamilton Street 
Saturdays 10am – 11.30am  

“Tea, Coffee & Toasted Teacakes” 
All are Welcome 

More details from John Evans 07939 645688 
or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Frodsham Methodist Church  
Lunch Club  

   A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday of   
the month.  The ‘soup and pudd’ lunch is   
served at 12.30pm prompt, with doors open   
to welcome you from 12 noon.  Whilst tea and coffee is  
served, we have an informal 'fun quiz'.  The suggested  
donation towards lunch costs is £3.  
 If you would like to come along and join us, you will be 
made very welcome, so why not give it a try?  To find out a  
little more, or to reserve a place, please ring the co-ordinator, 
Marg Jacks on 01928 732067  
or email: margjacks35@gmail.com   

Kelsall MC Community Lunches 
3rd Thursday at 12 noon and open to all. 

The two course lunch is £6 for adults  
(children are free).  

Choosing one dessert is the tricky bit!  
21st December, 18th January, 15th February. 

For more details and to book,  
ring Ann Barnett 01829 752576 
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A Carol for Epiphany 
 

On the horizon a bright light is shining, 
Calling on magi to travel afar, 
Leaving behind all the known and familiar;  
Risking their future to follow a star. 
 

Harsh is the way, very long is the journey,  
Crossing the borders of custom and doubt;  
Seeking a new prince, not found in a palace;  
What has this pilgrimage been all about? 
 

 Led to the stable, they're filled with elation; 
 God is revealed in a small baby's face. 
 Humbled, they're kneeling in silent devotion  
 Sensing within, an out pouring of grace. 
 

  Gold is presented and laid on the stone floor,  
  Costly and precious, a gift for a King; 
  Ruling his people with love and compassion,  
  Freedom and justice, Christ's Kingdom will bring. 
 

   Incense, so rare is placed gently beside him,  
   Fragments of fragrance, a gift for a priest; 
   Lifting the prayers and the hopes of his people,  
   Valuing those who are poorest and least. 
 

  Myrrh is the last of the wealth to be offered, 
  Oil for embalming, a gift for his death; 
  Sold and denied, he will know crucifixion. 
  Love will be shown 'til his very last breath. 
 

 Magi head homewards with no star to follow,  
 Finding new meaning, it's hard to depart. 
 Christ is for seekers, he still journeys with them,  

 Christ is for all, who have given their heart. 
 

  Avis Palmer 
   (may be sung to  StF 595 ‘Epiphany’) 
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further week staying at the retreat house of the Community of Aidan 
and Hilda. Entering into the rhythm of the ebb and flow of life on this 
tidal island and reflecting on the lives of the Northern Saints lead to 
reflection on the balance between the active and contemplative sides 
of ministry. 
 One of the joys of a sabbatical is having time for family and 
friends. Kay and I were able to take advantage of this with several 
weekends away. In between all the above there was plenty of space 
for walking, reading and reflection which was very beneficial. My 
thanks go to my colleagues on the Circuit staff team and to the local 
church leaders for all that they did while I was away. I am grateful 
once again to have had the gift of sabbatical time. 

 

 
 
 
Advent Soup and Study Tuesdays 12 - 2pm 
6th Dec Dietrich Bonhoeffer         13th Dec Maria Skobtsova 
Christmas Carol Service  
Sunday Dec 10th with Jill Barber 
Alsager Book Emporium Hassall Road, Alsager ST7 2HH 
Thousands of second-hand books for sale.  
Proceeds to Englesea Brook Chapel & Museum  
Opening hours Fridays 10am - 2pm Saturdays 10am-1pm  
Bank Holiday Mondays 10am - 4pm 

Enough for Everyone  
Christian Aid Appeal Christmas 2017. 
Alll money given in the Christian Aid Appeal 
between 6th November and 5th February will 
be match funded by the Government for work 
in South Sudan. This doubles gifts of money! 
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Saughall Coffee Mornings Wednesdays  
10.30am - noon 

 

13th December 
10th & 24th January 
14th & 28th February 

Coffee and Chat  
at Christleton 

3rd Thursday of the month  
10am - 12noon 

Tiny Tunes 
Rhyme time for babies & little ones 
Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in 

term time 
 

Little Story Time at Wesley 
 

Every Tuesday at 11.45am in Term Time  
(at the end of Wesley Toddler sessions)      

 
See Wesley’s website for more details of their activities 

www.wesleychester.co.uk 
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Garden Lane 
Uniting Church 

Chester 
Community Coffee 
Mornings  10.30am - 12 noon  

Admission £2 includes  
Fairtrade tea or coffee &  

a cake or scone 
Saturday 2nd December 

Hope House Children’s Hospice 
Saturday 6th January 

Community Coffee Free Entry 
Saturday 3rd February 

Chester Talking Newspaper 

Out and About  in December, January & February 

Open Door Lunches at 
Norley Methodist Church 

 

Dec 14th Christmas Meal 
Wednesdays Thursdays 
 10th Jan            25th Jan  
14th Feb           22nd Feb 

 

Meals at noon & suggested  
donation is £4.50.  

(£7.50 for Christmas Meal) 

Everyone welcome but  
please speak to  

Ruth (01928 788071) or  
Joan (01606 301198)  

by the Sunday before, to book 
your place. 

Christleton  
Methodist Church 

 

Prayer Lunch first 
Thursday of the month. 

 
12 noon to 1.30pm 

(surplus proceeds to Christian Aid) 
 

Prayer Requests Welcomed  
 

7th December,  
4th January 

& 1st February 

Soup Lunch at Tarvin 
 

2nd and 4th Thursdays  
at 12.30pm 

 

14th December 
11th & 25th January 
8th & 22nd February 

 

All Welcome 
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 I was introduced to Scriptural Reasoning (SR) on my previous 
sabbatical and had been hoping to return to it and discover more. I 
established a link with the Marylebone Scriptural Reasoning Group in 
London through Rev Val Reid from Hinde Street Methodist Church. I 
met with Val on my way back from Cambridge and she shared some 
of her experiences of the benefits both of engaging in the sessions 
themselves and the inter-faith friendships that he arisen from them.  
 Reading, listening to and reflecting on scripture is something 
many do naturally within their own worshipping communities.  
Participants in SR are not asked to leave that behind; rather,  
people of different faiths come together to read and reflect on their 
scriptures side-by-side. SR is not about seeking agreement but rather 
exploring the texts and their possible interpretations across faith 
boundaries, and learning to ‘disagree better’. The result is often a 
deeper understanding of others' and one’s own scriptures, as well as 
the development of strong bonds across faith communities. 
 A theme is identified for the session and a representative of 
each faith gives an introductory talk on their chosen passage,  
followed by small group conversations in which the texts are  
explored. I was able to participate in two sessions, one at Westmin-
ster Abbey on the theme of “Difficult Texts”, with a fascinating  
choice of texts, including Quranic verses often (mis)used by Islamist 
extremists, and the second on “Sin and Repentance” at Regents Park 
Mosque.  
 Towards the end of July I returned to Cambridge for the  
Vacation Term for Biblical Studies at the URC’s Westminster College. 
Lectures on Jewish understandings of the Messiah and the Epistle to 
the Hebrews were a fascinating exploration of the dialogue within the 
Old and New Testaments of our own scriptures. 
 At the centre of the sabbatical was walking the St Cuthbert’s 
Way from Melrose to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne. This was at  
half-term so that my wife Kay was able to walk with me. The walk 
took us through the varied scenery of the Scottish Borders and  
Northumberland, culminating with the pilgrims walk marked by posts 
across the sands to Holy Island. I then remained on Holy Island for a 
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Sabbatical May – July 2017 

Rev’d David Goodwin 

 The Methodist Church generously gives its ministers a  
sabbatical after their first ten years in Circuit, and then every  
seven years. My turn came around for the third time this year  
and I identified two main aims: 

1. To undertake some work on biblical interpretation, with  

particular reference to the practice of Scriptural Reasoning (in which 
small groups of Jews, Christians and Muslims, gather to read short 
passages from their scriptures and discuss their interpretations). 
2.   To do a long distance pilgrimage walk. 
The sabbatical was framed with stays in Cambridge in May and July. 
I first had a week at the recently redeveloped Wesley House and 
was able to make use of the excellent new accommodation and  
library facilities. The focus of my reading was on the theory and 
practice of Scriptural Reasoning. I was also able to share in the  
community life of the college through daily prayers in chapel and  
the weekly meal and seminar. It was also good to attend Evensong 
at nearby St John’s and Kings Colleges.  

Rev’d David & Kay Goodwin arriving on Holy Island 
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Frodsham Methodist Church 
 

Join us for one of our monthly  
Saturday afternoon walks. We meet 
at church and do a comfortable walk 
lasting about 2 hours and return to 
church for cakes and drinks. We  
enjoy plenty of chat and fellowship. 
It would be good to see you. We 
leave church at 1.30pm. 
 

December No walk planned 
Jan 20th  Sue & Kevin Fairbanks to lead. 
Feb 17th  Alan Gerrard to lead 
 

More information contact Ros Caldwell on 01928 735261  
r.m.caldwell@talk21.com 

Watercolour 
Group  

at Wesley, Chester 
CH1 1DA 

Led by Ken and Jan - local artists 
Try for the first time or come and 

practise your skills 
 

All ages and abilities welcome. 
No booking required. 

Donation only (£3 suggested) 

Every Monday 1-3pm 
More information www.wesleychester.co.uk 

Call Wesley: 01244 323037 
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Blakelees  

Christmas  

Songs of Praise  
 

On Sunday 7th January 2018 at 6-30pm 
The service will be led  

by John and Joan Bell of Norley. 
Please come along and enjoy a  

good post Christmas sing.  

Santa at Saltney 
 

Saturday 16th December at 4 pm.  
 

The Christmas Story and Carols...... 
....plus a visit from Santa.  

 

Followed by drinks and  
mince pies. 
All welcome 
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You are warmly invited to the  

Christmas Tree Festival  
at Norley Methodist Church 

 

Friday December 1st 

Grand Lighting Up Ceremony at 6pm 

Festival remains open until 8pm 

Saturday December 2nd 

Festival open from 11am – 5pm, ending with 

4pm – 5pm ‘A Big Christmas Sing’ 

Sunday December 3rd 

10.45am Service – Rev’d Christine Dutton 
 

Festival open from 12 noon – 4pm 

4pm Closing Service - Rev’d Sue Levitt 

Admission free, Refreshments,  

Programmes – £2 donation requested 

Hoole Methodist Church 

Christmas Tree Festival 
 

Saturday 9th December  
10.30am – 4.00pm 

 
Sunday 10th December  

12.30pm – 3.30pm 

Admission Free - Refreshments 


